


Tuwaiq Sculpture 2026 Announces 25 Participating Artists for the Seventh Edition
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia –December 24th , 2025 – Under the Royal Commission for Riyadh City and Riyadh Art, Tuwaiq Sculpture has announced the selection of 25 artists for the seventh edition of the annual sculpture symposium and exhibition, taking place from January 10 to February 22, 2026.
This year’s edition unfolds under the curatorial theme “Traces of What Will Be,” inviting artists to reflect on how sculptural form can express the physical, cultural and conceptual traces that shape the future of cities and communities.
A total of 25 artists from 18 countries, including Saudi artists, have been selected for the seventh edition. Their proposals reflect a diverse range of artistic approaches, responding to the theme through explorations of transformation, place, and materiality.
“The seventh edition of Tuwaiq Sculpture received more than 590 applications, reflecting the cultural diversity and global interest in the symposium. The selection of the 25 participating artists was carried out by a jury of industry experts and specialists,” said Sarah Alruwayti, Director of the Tuwaiq Sculpture Symposium, “and their proposals show meaningful engagement with the theme and reflect the strength and diversity of contemporary sculptural practice. We look forward to welcoming them to Riyadh for the creation of new works that will become lasting additions to the city.”
Building on the evolving material practice of the symposium, Tuwaiq Sculpture 2026 introduces two sculpting categories: granite with optional stainless-steel integration and reclaimed metal. Twenty artists will work in granite, while five will create new works in reclaimed metal. Over four weeks, they will produce large-scale sculptures that will later join Riyadh Art’s permanent public art collection.
Since its launch in 2019, Tuwaiq Sculpture has welcomed more than 153 sculptors from around the world, with many artworks now permanently installed across Riyadh as part of the city’s expanding public art landscape. 	Comment by Mohamed, Munir: For review	Comment by Weche, Meres: I updated to 153
The 2026 edition features a month-long live sculpting phase alongside a community engagement program, inviting visitors to witness the creation of artworks and take part in panel discussions and workshops. The symposium will conclude with a public exhibition showcasing the completed sculptures from its seventh edition.

	Artist Name
	Material
	Country

	Jamal A. Rahim
	Stone
	Bahrain

	Jose Miguel
	Stone
	Chile

	Komlan Samuel Olou
	Stone
	Ghana

	Zilvinas Balkevicius
	Stone
	Iceland

	Shahryar Hassan
	Stone
	Iran

	Zahra Rahimi
	Stone
	Iran

	Maryam Turkey
	Stone
	Iraq

	Emanuela Camacci
	Stone
	Italy

	Nicola Fucci
	Stone
	Italy

	Yasushi Hori
	Stone
	Japan

	Hassan Ali Qureshi
	Stone
	Pakistan

	Jasem Mousa
	Stone
	Palestine

	Wiktor Kopacz
	Stone
	Poland

	Abdulhameed Altokhais
	Stone
	Saudi Arabia

	Maisa Shaldan
	Stone
	Saudi Arabia

	Mohammed Al Thagafi
	Stone
	Saudi Arabia

	Wafa Alqunibit
	Stone
	Saudi Arabia

	Azza Al Qubaisi
	Stone
	United Arab Emirates

	Irena Posner
	Stone
	United Kingdom

	Carole Jean Turner
	Stone
	United States of America

	Matthieu Elparo
	Reclaimed Metal
	France

	Raya Kassissieh
	Reclaimed Metal
	Jordan

	Saeed Gamhawi
	Reclaimed Metal
	Saudi Arabia

	Seddiq Wassel
	Reclaimed Metal
	Saudi Arabia

	Nilhan Sesalan
	Reclaimed Metal
	Turkey




-END-

For more information regarding Riyadh Art and Tuwaiq Sculpture, please contact:
Riyadh Art Media Center: info@riyadhart.sa
Notes to editors

About Tuwaiq Sculpture
Tuwaiq Sculpture is an annual sculpture symposium that brings local and international artists together to create public artworks in a live setting. Through an interactive program of workshops, school visits and talks, Tuwaiq Sculpture engages diverse communities and bolsters cultural exchanges. The symposium culminates in an on-site exhibition, with the sculptures enriching the Riyadh Art collection and later becoming a permanent feature of the Saudi capital’s urban fabric. 
Part of Riyadh Art, Tuwaiq Sculpture is a significant contributor to the Riyadh Art collection and the project’s goal of commissioning 1,000 public artworks to be displayed across the city. After each edition of the symposium, sculptures are permanently installed in key locations across the city, becoming an integral part of Riyadh’s urban fabric.  
Tuwaiq Sculpture is a platform where local and international artists meet, collaborate and create large-scale public artworks in a live setting. The open format of the symposium allows the public to observe the creative process, participate in interactive workshops and discuss the history and future of public art, effectively contributing to the enrichment of the cultural scene in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Since its inception in 2019, Tuwaiq Sculpture has engaged 153 internationally renowned sculptors and thousands of visitors. 
Website:   https://riyadhart.sa/en/tuwaiq-sculpture/

About Riyadh Art
Riyadh Art is one of Riyadh’s four original mega projects under Vision 2030 and is led by the Royal Commission for Riyadh City. Launched in 2019, it was developed to catalyze the capital’s transformation, enrich lives, and encourage creative expression and cross-cultural dialogue through art. Art and culture are essential to the identity of a city, and the Riyadh Art initiative was established to reflect the openness and accessibility of the capital’s growing creative landscape; where the exchange of ideas through artistic practice contributes to a deeper and more inclusive cultural identity.
Riyadh Art aims to have a positive impact on people, bringing everyday moments of joy to residents and visitors alike, while instilling a greater sense of civic pride and creating a more beautiful city for everyone to enjoy. It also supports the growth of the creative economy and contributes to attracting investment and talent to Riyadh.
Website: www.riyadhart.sa
Instagram: www.instagram.com/riyadhartofficial/
X: https://twitter.com/Riyadh_Arts
Facebook: www.facebook.com/RiyadhArtOfficial





