


Riyadh Art and The French Institute in Saudi Arabia announce the Opening of La Fabrique / المصنع, a New Saudi-French Space for Artistic Creation
· La Fabrique / المصنعopens to the public on 22 January at the Riyadh Art Hub in the JAX District
· A new collaborative space bringing together Saudi and French artists through shared creative processes
· Part of a long-term cultural partnership between Saudi Arabia and France
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, January 18, 2026 – Riyadh Art, led by the Royal Commission for Riyadh City, in partnership with The French Institute in Saudi Arabia, announces the opening of La Fabrique / المصنع, a new space dedicated to artistic creation and exchange. Located within the Riyadh Art Hub in the JAX District, the space will open to the public on 22 January 2026.
Designed as an open creative laboratory, the space provides artists with an environment to develop, test, and share ideas across a range of contemporary practices. Visitors are offered a closer view of artistic creation as it unfolds, providing insight into how works are conceived, developed, and shaped over time.
The program spans disciplines including performance, digital and immersive arts, photography, music, cinema, culinary arts, and experimental practices. By bringing these practices together within a shared setting, the initiative foregrounds artistic process as a central component of contemporary creation, emphasizing experimentation, dialogue, and the relationship between artists, materials, and context.
Architect Khaled Al-Hazani, Vice President of Riyadh Life Sector at the Royal Commission for Riyadh City (RCRC) and Executive Director of Riyadh Art, stated:
“This space reflects Riyadh Art’s commitment to supporting contemporary artistic practice and expanding public access to creative development. By providing a platform that foregrounds experimentation and collaboration, we continue to strengthen Riyadh’s cultural ecosystem and support the city’s evolving creative landscape.”
The initiative supports sustained collaboration between Saudi and French artists and reflects the strategic cultural vision shared by His Royal Highness Crown Prince and Prime Minister Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz and French President Mr. Emmanuel Macron, which places culture at the centre of the renewed Saudi–French partnership.
H.E. Ambassador Mr. Patrick Maisonnave, Ambassador of France to Saudi Arabia, said:
“La Fabrique embodies the spirit of a new cultural chapter between France and Saudi Arabia. By bringing our artists together, we are not only sharing techniques and traditions, we are opening a space where imaginations meet, new forms emerge, and creativity becomes a bridge between our two societies. This initiative reflects our belief that artistic dialogue is one of the most powerful ways to build understanding, trust, and a shared future. It stands as a concrete example of France’s contribution to the ambitions of Vision 2030.”
Building on this institutional mandate, the project also articulates a clear curatorial approach that places process, time, and shared practice at its core.
Omar AlBraik, Senior Director of Public Art at the Royal Commission for Riyadh City, said:
“La Fabrique is conceived as a space where artistic ideas are developed through time, dialogue, and shared practice. By bringing Saudi and French artists into a sustained working environment, the project foregrounds process as a central curatorial approach while establishing a foundation for long-term collaboration that can continue to evolve beyond this space.”
Co-developed and co-curated with Riyadh Art and in dialogue with institutions and commissions of the Saudi Ministry of Culture, the project contributes to Riyadh’s transformation into a leading international cultural destination. It aligns with Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 and reinforces long-standing cultural ties between Saudi Arabia and France through contemporary artistic practice.
Conceived as a long-term platform, the program brings together Saudi and French artists, institutions, and creative studios through artistic dialogues and joint projects spanning visual arts, moving image, and digital creation. Participating artists include Bilal Allaf, Mourad Merzouki, Mohammed Al-Faraj, and Justine Emard, alongside institutional partners from both countries. The program also supports the international visibility of Saudi talent through exchanges, festivals, and artistic residencies in France.
Raphaël Justine, Director of the French Institute in Saudi Arabia, said:
“We are thrilled to launch the French Institute in Saudi Arabia, with a clear mandate: to deepen our cultural partnership and take it steps further. We could not have dreamed a better beginning than La Fabrique. We worked hand in hand and shaped together an innovative place grounded in trust, openness and creative exchange through a unique, a one-of-a-kind partnership with Riyadh Art that is built to last.”
By supporting contemporary artistic practice, encouraging collaboration, and opening new spaces for public engagement, the initiative contributes to the continued development of Riyadh’s cultural landscape and expands access to contemporary artistic practice.
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Notes to editors 
 
About Riyadh Art 
Riyadh Art is one of Riyadh’s four original mega projects under Vision 2030 and is led by the Royal Commission for Riyadh City. Launched in 2019, it was developed to catalyze the capital’s transformation, enrich lives, and encourage creative expression and cross-cultural dialogue through art. Art and culture are essential to the identity of a city, and the Riyadh Art initiative was established to reflect the openness and accessibility of the capital’s growing creative landscape; where the exchange of ideas through artistic practice contributes to a deeper and more inclusive cultural identity. 
Riyadh Art aims to have a positive impact on people, bringing everyday moments of joy to residents and visitors alike, while instilling a greater sense of civic pride and creating a more beautiful city for everyone to enjoy. It also supports the growth of the creative economy and contributes to attracting investment and talent to Riyadh. 
Website: www.riyadhart.sa 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/riyadhartofficial/ 
X: https://twitter.com/Riyadh_Arts 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/RiyadhArtOfficial 





