Noor Riyadh 2025 Ignites the Capital with a Dazzling Preview Launching the City-Wide Festival
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia – November 19, 2025 – Noor Riyadh 2025 launched tonight with a spectacular preview night at stc Metro Station, signaling the return of the world's largest light art festival. Presented by the Royal Commission for Riyadh City and Riyadh Art, the event illuminated the capital’s skyline and set the stage for the festival’s fifth edition under the theme “In the Blink of an Eye.” The evening brought together artists, curators, cultural leaders, and dignitaries to celebrate Riyadh’s creative evolution, as the theme explores change and continuity, casting a vibrant constellation of light art across the city to bridge its rich cultural heritage with its energetic present. 

The Preview Night shared a glimpse of what visitors can expect from the full festival, which runs from 20 November to 6 December across six locations: Qasr Al Hokm District, King Abdulaziz Historical Center, stc Metro Station, KAFD Metro Station, Al Faisaliah Tower, and Riyadh Art Space at JAX District. The 2025 edition showcases 59 participating artists from 24 countries, presenting 60 light-based artworks – including more than 35 new commissions – by leading Saudi and international artists.	Comment by Istanbouli, Farah: @Miller, Sabine Reword this so that the preview night is the launch of the festival - so the first line shouldn't be "presented by" it should be Noor Riyadh 2025 launches with... get me? <3	Comment by Miller, Sabine: Updated!
Curated by Mami Kataoka (Curatorial Advisory Lead; Director, Mori Art Museum, Tokyo), Riyadh-based curator Sara Almutlaq, and Li Zhenhua (Curator and founder of Beijing Art Lab), the program will take audiences on a journey between eras, honoring the past while looking ahead. Its artworks will converse with ancient architecture while echoing the sleek, modern lines of Riyadh's new metro system. 

Speaking at the Preview Night, Architect Khalid Al-Hazani, Executive Director of Riyadh Life at the Royal Commission for Riyadh City, said:

"Through Riyadh Art, the city is redefining what public art can mean on a global stage," says Architect Khalid Al-Hazani. "Noor Riyadh is a living expression of that ambition, uniting artists, audiences, and ideas from around the world."

"Noor Riyadh is a metaphor for the city itself, showcasing where heritage and progress converge," adds Nouf Almoneef, Festival Director of Noor Riyadh. “Artists push the boundaries of light and technology to reflect a place where tradition meets transformation."
Since 2021, Noor Riyadh has attracted more than 9.6 million visitors and spectators, presenting more than 550 artworks by 500 artists from around the world. Alongside its citywide installations, the festival offers a vibrant public program of community activities, workshops, and panels that bring people together through art. The festival continues to embody Riyadh Art’s mission to enrich daily life through creativity and to inspire dialogue across communities.
Noor Riyadh 2025 is supported by three Riyadh Art Strategic Partners — Lexus - Abdul Latif Jameel Motors, stc, and Riyadh Air — alongside a range of public, private, and non-governmental partners whose collective contributions enhance the festival’s citywide experience and extends its reach.
ENDS
Noor Riyadh 2025: “In the Blink of an Eye”
20 November – 6 December 2025
Curated by Mami Kataoka, Sara Almutlaq, and Li Zhenhua.

Visitor information: 
Opening hours: 18:00 PM - 12:00 AM
Press information:
For the full media kit, download here
For the full artist list with biographies, click here.
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For more information and to schedule interviews please contact:
Elizabeth Flanagan, Art and Culture Director, Edelman: Elizabeth.Flanagan@edelman.com

Notes for Editors

About Noor Riyadh
Noor Riyadh, launched in March 2021, is a citywide annual festival of light and art. It is the largest light art festival in the world. Noor Riyadh is a 17-day festival that includes a public program of community activities featuring educational workshops, talks, and performances. 

Noor Riyadh combines the highest quality light artworks from leading international and Saudi artists across the largest city footprint of any light art festival worldwide. Staged under Riyadh Art, the festival aims to nurture local talent and inspire youth to drive Saudi Arabia’s creative economy.

Noor Riyadh is presented by Riyadh Art and the Royal Commission for Riyadh City.
For more information, visit https://riyadhart.sa/en/noor-riyadh/


About Riyadh Art
Riyadh Art is one of Riyadh’s four original mega projects under Vision 2030 and is led by the Royal Commission for Riyadh City. Launched in 2019, it was developed to catalyze the capital’s transformation, enrich lives, and encourage creative expression and cross-cultural dialogue through art. 

Art and culture are essential to the identity of a city, and the Riyadh Art initiative was established to reflect the openness and accessibility of the capital’s growing creative landscape, where the exchange of ideas through artistic practice contributes to a deeper and more inclusive cultural identity.
 
Riyadh Art aims to have a positive impact on people, bringing everyday moments of joy to residents and visitors alike, while instilling a greater sense of civic pride and creating a more beautiful city for everyone to enjoy. It also supports the growth of the creative economy and contributes to attracting investment and talent to Riyadh.
 
For more information, visit: http://www.riyadhart.sa

