Noor Riyadh Returns This Fall with New Theme “In the Blink of an Eye”
Internationally acclaimed light art festival unveils curatorial team, new venues, and global artistic collaborations at New York announcement event.
New York, NY – September 7, 2025 – Noor Riyadh, one of the world’s largest annual light art festivals, unveiled its 2025 theme In the Blink of an Eye, together with its curatorial team and new venues at a special announcement event hosted in San Vicente, New York City. The event marked the beginning of the next chapter for the acclaimed festival, which returns to Riyadh this fall with landmark commissions, international collaborations, and a focus on cultural transformation through art from 20 November to 6 December.
Highlights from the New York Announcement Event
· Curators Unveiled
The 2025 edition will be led by a global curatorial team: Mami Kataoka, Curatorial Advisory Lead  (Director, Mori Art Museum, Tokyo), Li Zhenhua, Curator (international curator and producer), and Sara Almutlaq, Curator (Saudi curator and contemporary art specialist).

· Leadership in the Spotlight
Festival Director Nouf Almoneef delivered opening remarks alongside curators Li Zhenhua and Sara Almutlaq, underscoring the festival’s role in elevating female leadership and cross-cultural collaboration.

· Artistic Premiere
Guests experienced a specially commissioned artwork installation by Chilean-American artist Iván Navarro, whose work continues Noor Riyadh’s tradition of exploring light as a medium for perception, identity, and social commentary.

· VIP Women’s Breakfast – September 5
As part of the program, a panel discussion on contemporary art patronage and cultural diplomacy was hosted, featuring a conversation moderated by Bettina Prentice, curator and cultural strategist, with leading voices in art, philanthropy, and cultural institutions. The event highlighted new models of support for artistic ecosystems and the role of women in shaping cultural futures.
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· Audience
Attendees included US-based arts and culture professionals, Noor Riyadh alumni, and select members of the international press, reinforcing the festival’s positioning as a hub for global cultural exchange.

Looking Ahead to Noor Riyadh 2025
This fall, Noor Riyadh will once again transform the Saudi capital into a landscape of light and creativity.
· Immersive City-Wide Installations
Newly launched metro stations—including STC Metro Station and KAFD Metro Station—as well as cultural landmarks like Qasr Al Hokm, King Abdulaziz Historical Centre, Riyadh Art Building in JAX District, and  Al Faisaliyah Tower will be reimagined as platforms for immersive installations that merge technology, architecture, and storytelling.

· Global Artistic Exchange
Since its launch, Noor Riyadh has featured more than 365 artists from over 60 countries, bringing together emerging Saudi talent and internationally renowned figures. The 2025 edition will continue this legacy with new collaborations that challenge perception and strengthen cross-cultural dialogue.

· Championing Female Leadership
Festival Director Nouf Almoneef will lead the program, supported by a global curatorial team, with women’s leadership and cultural diplomacy remaining central to Noor Riyadh’s vision.
A Festival of Transformation
“Noor Riyadh 2025 builds on the momentum of past editions while embracing new spaces, new collaborations, and new voices,” said Nouf Almoneef, Festival Director. “In the Blink of an Eye  invites audiences to experience art that transcends borders, transforms urban landscapes, and speaks to the speed at which our world continues to evolve.”

“Light as a medium allows us to reflect on transformation in ways that are both immediate and poetic,” added Mami Kataoka, Curatorial Advisory Lead. “With In the Blink of an Eye, we hope to create a festival that captures the intensity of change in today’s world, while fostering new connections across cultures, disciplines, and communities.”
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About Noor Riyadh
Noor Riyadh, launched in March 2021, is a citywide annual festival of light and art. It is the largest light art festival in the world. Noor Riyadh is a 17-day festival that includes a public program of community activities featuring educational workshops, talks, and performances. 

Noor Riyadh combines the highest quality light artworks from leading international and Saudi artists across the largest city footprint of any light art festival worldwide. Staged under Riyadh Art, the festival aims to nurture local talent and inspire youth to drive Saudi Arabia’s creative economy.

Noor Riyadh is presented by Riyadh Art and the Royal Commission for Riyadh City.
For more information, visit https://riyadhart.sa/en/noor-riyadh/


About Riyadh Art
Riyadh Art is one of Riyadh’s four original mega projects under Vision 2030 and is led by the Royal Commission for Riyadh City. Launched in 2019, it was developed to catalyze the capital’s transformation, enrich lives, and encourage creative expression and cross-cultural dialogue through art. 

Art and culture are essential to the identity of a city, and the Riyadh Art initiative was established to reflect the openness and accessibility of the capital’s growing creative landscape; where the exchange of ideas through artistic practice contributes to a deeper and more inclusive cultural identity.
 
Riyadh Art aims to have a positive impact on people, bringing everyday moments of joy to residents and visitors alike, while instilling a greater sense of civic pride and creating a more beautiful city for everyone to enjoy. It also supports the growth of the creative economy and contributes to attracting investment and talent to Riyadh.
 
For more information, visit: http://www.riyadhart.sa


